
Celeste Hannan is a very creative woodworker who has designed and produced dozens of projects. They
vary from cutting and installing a one-of-a-kind floor in her living room to building a wooden chicken that
lays eggs. She is also a dedicated Saint Rose parishioner who volunteers whenever needed, including being a
long-time greeter at Mass and regular adorer in the Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration Chapel. Recently she
helped address a troubling trend affecting Saint Rose’s 30-year-old Adoration ministry: Fewer committed
adorers are available to fill all the hours every week. 

“There were times when no adorer was present,” she says, “and the Blessed Sacrament in the monstrance
cannot be left alone or uncovered. The solution was a wooden, church-like structure that encloses the
monstrance when necessary.” Though rarely used, the enclosure (approximately 18 inches wide, 9 inches
deep and 30 inches high) with front-closing doors that Celeste built can be used in the case of an emergency.
She wishes it wasn’t necessary. “More committed adorers is by far the best solution,” she says. 

Celeste says her main goal in building the enclosure was to make sure it looked appropriate. “All my projects
are divinely inspired in one way or another,” she says. “My entire knowledge on how to do a project comes
from God, who also provides the patience I need.” Celeste’s initial interest in woodworking came from her
father, a high school industrial arts teacher in northeast Ohio.  Celeste and her husband Steve met while
students at Ohio State University. He became Catholic shortly before they married; Celeste converted in
1993 after joining the Saint Rose community. “I am so grateful to Steve for introducing me to the Catholic
Church,” she says. “I came to appreciate the Catholic faith more and more over time.”

After years of doing home improvement projects, Celeste began working part-time at Pete’s Hardwood
Floors four years ago. And then came the 200-square-foot pinewood floor she installed in their living room.
Ask to see photos, and don’t forget to also look at video of her wooden chicken. Both are works of art.

Celeste and Steve Hannan

 Other things to know about Celeste and Steve:
• Steve has two degrees from Ohio State: music composition and
medical technology. A job offer brought him to Minnesota.
Today he is a chemist working in environmental services.
• Celeste went to Ohio State to become a veterinarian, earning a
degree in zoology. Later she received a degree from Kent State
University in exercise physiology. That put her on a career path in
exercise rehabilitation and personal training. 
• All four of the Hannan children attended Saint Rose School.
Patrick works in aorta valve research; Keara is employed by a
company that makes costumes for “Sesame Street” and “PAW
Patrol” shows; Liam is a potter; and Fiona is a musical theater
major at the University of Utah.
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